Calmette has shown that it is now an accepted fact that the tubercle bacillus can penetrate through the intestinal mucosa without leaving any trace of its passage, and without giving rise in situ to a tuberculous lesion. In subjects who have no active tuberculous focus already present in the body, the bacilli, on their arrival in the intestine, penetrate the mucous membrane and enter a lacteal. They are then transported in the lymph stream, which at first may filter them through several lymph nodes; but finally the bacilli find themselves in the cavernous sinus of a lymph gland corresponding to the area of intestine through which they entered. In these glands the lymph stream is very slow, and the phagocytes containing the bacilli tend to adhere to the walls of the sinuses. If the bacilli are able to kill their transporting phagocytes, giant-cell systems are formed, and tuberculosis of a mesenteric gland will follow. Local invasion of the lymph spaces or extension by contiguity produces direct enlargement of the new focus of disease.
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